tory and fellowship that can't be
beat. In an effort to discover the
hidden secrets of some of
Milwaukee's finest, we recruited
the services and opinions of five
metro  Milwankee beer connois-
SCLITS,

THE EXPERTS

Jefl Plan of Milwaukee, For

scveral years, Plaw has hosted a
weekly beer mdio show  in
Milwaukee and the Twin Cities
alled “The Suds Show.” He also
currently hosts "Suds Show Live”
at Hooligan's on North and
Farwell every Wednesday from
810 pun. In 1997, Platt launched a
newspaper dedicated tw  beer:
Cream City Suds, Wine & Spirits, “1
love beer,” Platt says. °1 love it so
much that since 1995 [I've
had my own beer Web site
{ www creamcitysuds.com ). 1 also
am imvolved in many beer tasting
evenits, festivals and fund-raisers,”
Platt is vice-president of the
Museum of Beer and Brewing
( www brewingmuseum.org ), and
promoics brewing education and
history at over 100 beer events
yearly,

Wauwatosa's Andy Frahm is a
Wb site designer by trade, design-
ing Web sites for homebrewers
such as Washington Heights
Brewery, a small group of home-
brewers now located in the Town
of Lisbon. Frahm himself is among
this group. “These beers have
taken over 45 awards on the local
and national level, including Best of Show at the Wisconsin State Fair the last
two years running,” Frahm says proudly. "My interests in beer and brewing stem
from an understanding and love of the brewing process, and an admiration for
those who do it well.” Frahm has also traveled 1o Germany and to the United
an;.,dnm to sample the real ales available there,

Fox Polot's Jim Johnston is a registered nurse who was attracted (o good
beers immediately after turning 18. °I was a waiter in a restaurant back then,”
Johnston explains. "1 spent many a summer evening in the outdoor beer garden
at Voo Trier, sampling beer and listening to the sounds of the city.” Without any
experience, he began homebrewing, and soon purchased the homebrew shop,
The Frugal Homebrewer, in Mequon. Although he later sold the store, he had
sampled and sold over 250 kinds of beer from around the world, “1 have done
a lot of homebrewing and have put a tremendous amount of energy into
understanding this complex set of beverages,” Johnston says.
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hosted his own  mdio show
called, "Beer History with Jim
Kupferschonidt” Ruplerschmidt is
a member of the steering commit-
tee tor the Milwaukee Public
Museum, Food and Froth Evend,
al has  appearcd  on  the
Milwaukee malk show “24 on
Milwaukee” discussing the history
of brewing In Milwaukee. "['ve
been collecting brewery related
iterms since [ was 10 vears old.”
Kupferschunicdt acdmits, "My main
interest is pre-Prohibition saloons
and breweries” Kuplerschmidl is
the author of an upcoming book
ttled, “Life Behind Bars,” has

managed establishoents.  and
has appeared  in Miller Deer
arlvertising,

Brookfield’s Jerey Hilton is
the president of The Hilion
Commprany, 2 manufictorer and sell-
cr of kegs and brewing equipment
ind ingredients. He is also a long:
time member and past president of
the Milwaukee District of the
Master Brewers Association of the
Americas, for which he is editor
inchicf of their quarterly news
publication, This vear he will chair
the MBAA Milwaukee Convention
commitiee. “Tve been involved in
the briwing industry most of my
professional life,” says Hilton, He is
a founding director of the Museum
of Beer and Brewing and is also a
member of the Amerdcan Soclety
of Brewing Chemists He even
serves an oan Amcrican National
Standands Institute code commit-
tee, making him the scientist
among our panel of experts,

THE BREWERIES

We asked our experts to comment on ten microbreweries/brewpubs of note
in the Milwaukee arei The list is not all-inclusive, but conains a list of the top

breweries in their category, and 2 few “up and comers.”
Now, let's visit our breweries,

Delafield Brewhaus. 3832 Hillside Drive, Delatield (262) Gb-TH21. _]!nhn
Harrison has been the brewmaster ar Delafield Brewhaus since it apened in
1999. He began home brewing in the early 1980s, and later became the brew
master at Wisconsin Brewing Company in Wauwatosa. Harrison has brewed
over 100 different styles of beer in the last four vears, but their year 'round becrs
include Delaficld Amber (a smyooth, casy drinking amber ale and their number

{nnﬁmlmwmma hlmdﬂf
 Belgian chocokine malts ),

Jim Kupferschmidt craves John's
Hop Harvest Ale, but is also very infer-
ested in his Okauchee Scotchie, which
is aged in whiskey barrels. “They even
grow their awn hops,” Kupferschmic
notes. “John Harrison s very knowl-
cdgeable about beer and really enjoys
what he does” Kuplerschmide enjoys
their great beer sampler presentation
and the fact that the interior of the
brew house 8 modern, wt adomed
with browerianma,

“I'his is a big brewpub which senves
as a showease for the centrally located
brewing system — standing out in the
open like a high altar in a church,” Jim
Johnston says. “The beers are all great,
the fiood is wondorful, and there are
small private dining areas for groups
with entrances through old brewing
barrels. This plxoe is defimtely worth
the trip!” Johnston's frorite beer? The Pewaukee Porter,

Delafield Brewhaus is jokingly referred 0 among the Washingron Heighis
group as the ‘beer gvmnasium,” savs Frahm, “Tt has maturad over the last fow
years as a brewery and an eatery,” Frubm recommends the sward-sinning
Millermium Triple Belgian Ale, 3 wondedully complex powerhouse of a beer,
worth seeking out if you're looking for something really unigue.

Flatr is impressed with the 12.000-scuare-foot brow house ac Deladield
Brewhans, and with the showeasing of the brew house rght in the middle of
the bullding,  Platt is quick to point out that even though the building is new,
there 15 plenty of history, "Bob Fleming, one of their primary owners, is a
breweriana callector, and the walls reflect that,” he points our. "From the
Stevens Point wooden fermentation tanks. to Bob's collection of pee-Frohibition
Wisconsio and European prings and crays, his collection is on display for all w
see.”  His Gvorite beer is the Pewaukes Porter, O, if :.'uu'n- llu_'k!.' l.'_":HN_Jl_'_h
to catch it in season, the Millennium Triple,

Hiltom enjoys thie great view of the Likes reglon and their wonderful beer and
food. He calls them “unigue
among brewpubs”

defl Plass is dedicaied o
sfwraeidiveg U qoeored snbesait
Millvvankes's beer,

Jim fodnistoe bas sambed 250
bewrs from wroiod the world,

Fric Kvestsost anid brewmcster fobee Bivvison of the Delafield Brewbans.

Moake po misialke about if =
Jerry Hiltom kmoses &is beer,

3728800, Prioe o 19&? il i
owmer, Russ Khisch, was an mginuer
with Johnson Controls in Mikwaukoe
He and his brother began making
homebrew in the carly 19805, and cne
thing led to another. Many of his friends
told himy thae if he could brew beer that
well, he should go into business. So he
did. Klisch began with a single, 5542l
lon, sinless steel doum, and  bas
mrned it into what he refers w as his
“Frankenstein Operation” “Tve taken
every piece of equipment that has lved
and died a previous life, and made a liv-
ing, breathing, creature,” he says, “The
result is Lakefront Brewery,” Locaied in
Milwaukee's Riverwest area, Lukcfront
brews 14 different beers, although half
of those are sexsomal. Klisch Pilsner
beer is one of his best-known brews
Lakefront also produces a product
callkal Creamm Ciiy Pale Ale.  Lastly,
Klisch produces a dark beer that he
calls Eastside Dark. He s quick w poini
out thatt there 15 a restanant in the building — called Lakefront Palm Garden
"It is unaffiliated,” Klisch says, "But they huve g very good Friday fish fry and
Wednesday night is pasta night.”

Cur beer experts concur that Lakefront Brewery is somcthing specil. Jim
Kupferhmidt is particularly impressed with their Lakefront White Beer and
the fact that the microbrewery is named after Milwskee's first brewery, opened
in 1840, He also notes that the interior of this establishment resembles the turm
of the century Schlite Palm Garden beer garden, located in the fimous ok
schlite Hotel at 4rd Stoand Grand Ave, {now N, 3nd S0 and WO Wisconsin Ave. )
andd known throughour the country, Even the land on which it sits wis once
owned by Jos, Schlite Brewing Co.

Jim Johnston notes that Lakefront started small. “These guys have grown by
means of the product they make mather than the pretty equipment,” he siys.

"Most of their brewery is made up of old dairy equipment, and cven their
copper brew house was obtained in a bidding war with the scrap dealer”
Johnston's Ewvorite brew is their Riverwest Swein, 2 nice amber Lager thai
happens o po well with the
aforementioned fish fry,

Bomebrener Ardy Fralm bas
traveled idernaiionaly in
soarch of good v,

Jim Knpfersclmicdi’s exfuerdise i
excewded owly by bis love,



